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LAND-REFORM ACTIVITIES IN KWANGTUNG

£ The South China Bureau of the Central
the Communist Party passed resolutions to s
collection of surplus

land-reform progrem.
those on whom the re

Committee of I
erve as guidance in the
grain from landlords in connection with the
They include provision for ad justments for
guler requirement would work a hardship and in-
struction concerning landlords with business enterprises., The res-
. olutiona also deal with classification of peasant families and land-
lords, families with women who vork in the fields, and small land -
owners who for various reasons rent out lend.

A report made by three staff correspondents of the Canton Nan- .
fang Jih-mo dealing with the problems of peasant classification in
connection with land reform points up some of the difficulties that
must be faced and overcome. The report, based on experience in P'an-yu
Hsien in Kvangtung, discusses cadre self-satisfaction, reluctance of

3
the masses to engage in struggle, and problems involved in arousing
and preparing the peasants./

BUREAU RULES ON TREATMENT OF KWANGTUNG LANDLORDS -- Canton,

Ran-fang Jih-pao,
18 Sep 52

0n 16 September 1952, the South China Bureau of the Central Committee,
Chinese Communist Party, passed resolutions concerning treatment of land)ords

and others in connection with land reform. The following principles are to be
observed : .

1. In computing the amount of surplus grain to be confiscated from land-

lords during the land-reform program, the amount of one year's grain rent in-
come should be considered the normal colleetion for land rented out. For land
worked by hired labor, the amount to be required should be the amount that
would be considered a normal rent income from that area. For landlords vho
would experience real hardship in being required to surrender the prescribed
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no further demands made upon them.
that a clear line may be drawn betwe
Recalcitrants should be dealt with s

Their compliance should be Jublicized so

en lav-abiding and nonlaw-abiding landlords. ‘b
trictly and promptly.

2. No more grain shall be demanded of landlonis who also have business
enterprises than of those with comperable hold

prises. Loc¢al village people may not directly p

for surrender of grain. All levies must be appr '
and passed by them to the chen or urban-rural liason off{ce authorities for
collection,

3. In the matter of s
be permitted. In any ch'u
the number of peasants.
cent. Hence landlords and wealthy peasants to,
than 8 percent of the peasants. Any deviation

from this norm should receive
the careful scrutiny of the hsien

and ch'u committees.

In determining, on the basis of the labor force of a family, whether or
not to call it a landlord family, women who spend most of their time in field
work should be counted as essential workers. Those women vho devote less than
most of the day to field work, especially in the busy seasons, may not be ac-
counted essential workers. When the field labor of a woman leaves a male
worker idle, the family should stiil be 8ccounted a working peasant family
rather than a landlord family. However, if such a family holds an amount of
land twice that of the average small lsndlord in the area, and if some of the

income of such a family is from rent or from the exploitation of hired labor
the family should be classed as a landlord family.

A hsien norm should be set up for land holding by small landowners who
rent out land (1) because they are members of the families of military heroes,
soldiers, or other classes favored by law; or (2) because they have an inde-
pendent business: or (3) have regular nonagricultural employment; or (L) are
without labor power of their own. Those in the above classes, though their
holdings are the most that is permitted, should not be classed as landlords.

Classification should be based upon production materials "owned or used"
rather than upon political considerations. Proper preparation of cadres and

people for carrying out the classification program should be provided by means
of study classes and propaganda.

LAND REFORM CLASSIFICATION PROBLEMS IN P'AN-YU HSIEN -- Canton, Nan-fang Jih-
pao, 3 Sep 52

Study of the problems of peasant classification in connection with land-
reform activities in Nan-nung Hsiang of P'an-yy Hsien, Kwangtung, as reported

by staff correspondents of the Nan-fang Jih-pao reveals a number of weaknesses
and difficulties that constitute a hindrence to the most effective implementa-
tion of the program. Some of these are listed below.

1. Many of the cadres were too easily satisfied with incomplete results.

2. The masses were too ready to carry out classification b

Y peaceful
methods and avoid the distasteful method of accusation.
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3. Peasant leaders were found to have varying ideas as to the purpose
and method of classification. Some thought classification was only a device
used to prevent the turning over of expropriasisd goods to the landlords again
or to the vealthy peasants. Others thought classification could be carried
out by the local schoolteacher by himself.

Guidance cadres seeking to improve coxditions with respect to carrying
out the classification program have given lectures on the need for classifica-
tion, the standards of classification, clarification of class distinctions,
and methods of classification. They stressed the political implications of
classification and the importance of being able to recognize enemies, friends,
and know oneself. They emphasized the need of struggle in connection with
classification in order to rout the enemy. They also emphasized the impor-
tance of practice in connection with instruction.

The classification program should begin with family conferences. The pur-
pose of these conferences is to point up and to resolve by discussion the dif-
ferences within families between the activiats with the moderr viewpoint and
the slow-moving conservatives and follower types. Peasant cadres are usually
very 11l-informed about this matter. Families need to clear away internal
barriers to present a united fromc to the enemy. When all the families in the
community have carried out this program, the accusation and struggle movement
becomes a community effort. Progressive members of the families should be in-
structed in the necessity ard techniques of carrying the conservatives with
them.

When the families in the various villeges have become united, the accusa-
tion program can be begun. A leader can be choeen to start the accusations
and the others should support him. Finally, everybody should report publicly
his own land, equipment, labor force, living conditions, and family composi-
tion. The assembly should then separate into small groups ‘or discussion. Af-
terward the whole assembly should come to a decision on the classification.
Middle-class peasants, who often wish to be classified as poor peasants, should
be instructed that there 1s no need for this since there is no quarrel between
middle peasants and poor peasants.

Those who before the liberation had engeged in shady occupations, but who
have been going straight since the liberation, should be helped to understand
their errors. Those who had been bandits temporarily, should confess their
faults to clear themselves. ter undergoing criticism by the masses they
should engage in constructive labor. Those who have been confirmed bandits,
but in that activity had not earned the hatred of the masses, should confess
their crimes before the assembly, undergo severe public eriticism, and present
concrete evidence that they have reformed.

The above program is for classification of peasants below the wealthy
peasaat class. After this is completved, the classification of wealthy peasants
and small landowners can be carried out. In the Nan-kang Hslang this process
led to the discovery of a large number of Families of the landlord class who
had split up their holdings in various way 1n order to seek classification
among the nonlandlord peasant class. These were compelled to make a true re-
port of their hidden holdings and undergo the condemnation of the masses.

When it came to the struggle against the known landlords it was revealed
that landlords had been responsible for the killing and wounding of 196 per-
sons, 655 hud ?ied of starvation caused by the landlords, and 2,356 (over half
the populac.un of the hsiang) had been brought to the verge of starvation by
the extortions of the landlords. These revelations aroused the wrath of the
masses to the point where they were ready to take action to destroy she power
of the landlord class.
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